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1. GOS HAS REFRAINED FROM PUBLIC COMMENT ON DIEGO GARCIA 
EXPANSION PROPOSAL. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS, 

PRIME MINISTER LEE AND FOREIGN MINISTER RAJARATNAM HAVE ALWAYS 
CHOSEN TO BROADEN THEIR ANSWERS AND COMMENT ON GREAT POWER 
NAVAL RIVALRY IN THE INDIAN OCEAN. IN THIS CONTEXT, THEIR PUBLIC 
POSITION CAN LEGITIMATELY BE INTERPRETED AS BALANCED AND 
TENDING TOWARD A FAVORABLE VIEW. SEE REF C FOR FULLER EXPLANATION 
OF GOS VIEWPOINT. 

2. AT ASEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS MEETING IN JAKARTA IN MAY, 1974, 
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ONLY PRACTICAL WAY TO MAINTAIN PEACE AND STABILITY IN INDIAN 
OCEAN IS A BALANCE OF FORCES THERE WHICH IS BEST ASSURED BY 
INVITING THE FORCES OF ALL GREAT POWERS TO ENTER THE AREA 
(SEE REF D FOR FULLER ACCOUNT). 

3. PRIME MINISTER LEE ECHOED THIS THEME IN INTERVIEW WITH ROY 
ROWAN PUBLISHED IN ASIAN EDITION OF TIME (JUNE 3, 1974. LEE SAID 
"WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE NO ONE POWER DOMINATE THE SEAS AROUND 
US. ..THE LIQUIDATION OF THE BRITISH BASES IN THE AREA GAVE 

RISE TO A NEW SITUATION - ONE THAT WAS NOT VERY NEATLY BALANCED 
BY RUSSIA'S ENTRY (WITH ITS NAVAL FLEET INTO THE INDIAN 
OCEAN) OR BY PUTTING AN OBSOLETE AMERICAN NAVY VESSEL OFF BAHRAIN. 
I BELIEVE THAT THE REARRANGEMENTS THAT MUST FOLLOW THE REOPENING 
OF THE SUEZ CANAL WILL DEMAND MORE THAN A TOKEN PRESENCE BY 
ONE (AMERICAN) NAVY VESSEL." 

4. PRIVATELY, PRIME MINISTER LEE HAS EXPRESSED EMPHATIC SUPPORT 
FOR OUR NAVAL PRESENCE IN THE INDIAN OCEAN AND FOR OUR PLANS TO 
EXPAND FACILITIES AT DIEGO GARCIA. THE LAST OCCASION WAS DURING 
DEPUTY SECRETARY INGERSOLL’S VISIT TO SINGAPORE IN FEBRUARY, 

1974 (SEE REF. B). 

5. FOR REASONS SET FORTH PARA 2 REF C, BELIEVE GOS WOULD PREFER 
THAT WE NOT ALLUDE TO ITS PRIVATE STRONGLY FAVORABLE POSITION 
IN OPEN TESTIMONY. HOWEVER, WE SEE NO REASON WHY WE CANNOT CITE 
GOS PUBLIC VIEWS AND INTERPRET THEM AS SUPPORT FOR DIEGO GARCIA 
EXPANSION. CRONK 
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